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thereof; and by the President of Uruguay in accordance with the Con- 
stitution and laws thereof. The ratifications shall be exchanged at 
Washington as soon as possible, and the convention shall take effect on 
the date of the exchange of its ratifications. 

Done in duplicate in the English and Spanish languages at Washing- 
ton, this 9th day of January, one thousand nine hundred and nine. 

Elihu Root [seal] 

Luis Melian Lafintjr [seal] 



November 13, 1912 

General J. V. Gomez, 
President of the United States of Venezuela; 

Considering: 

That, according to the Constitution, the National Codes and the Act 
of April 16, 1903, aliens in Venezuela enjoy the same civil rights as 
Venezuelans and may, in consequence, obtain reparation for damages 
caused to them by public officers, by bringing an action either against 
the said officers, or against the nation in the cases in which the latter 
must legally answer for the acts of the former; 

That, if the alien who has suffered damages elects to follow the second 
course, he may, according to our laws, judicially enforce his claim against 
the nation, without being met by the objection found in other jurisdic- 
tions, that the courts are not competent to pass upon the acts of political 
or administrative authorities, since by the Venezuelan laws the courts 
have power to take cognizance of all actions for damages based upon any 
act which unjustly injures any one in his person, honor or property; 

That, in consequence, it is only after the alien has attempted to bring 
his action against the nation and when, either in the procedure or in the 
decision of the same, he has been the victim of notorious injustice, that 
the claims made in his favor through diplomatic channels may be en- 
tertained; 

1 Translated from the Boletin del Miniaterio de Belaciones Exteriores, Venezuela, 
November, 1912, pages 866-868. 
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That the courts, in the decision of the actions hereinbefore mentioned, 
as well as in the performance of all the duties pertaining to their office, 
enjoy the independence secured to them by law, to which they must ad- 
just their actions. 

Decrees : 

Article 1. The Minister for Foreign Affairs, pursuant to the resolu- 
tion passed on the 22nd of March, 1898, shall give, officially, to the 
diplomatic agents accredited at Caracas the information which they may 
request regarding the cases in which their respective nationals may be 
interested. 

Article 2. The Ministry for Foreign Affairs shall not entertain any 
diplomatic claim in favor of aliens, against the nation, except when, 
after recourse to the proper judicial action, it shall be alleged that there 
has been a denial of justice, notorious injustice, or evident violation of 
the principles of international law. 

Article 3. In case the diplomatic claim shall be well founded, the 
Federal Executive, without prejudice to its payment, shall order the 
proper proceedings to be instituted for the purpose of fixing the respon- 
sibility of the officers whose action gave rise to the said claim, and of the 
judges concerned in the denial of justice which caused the diplomatic 
intervention. 

Article 4. The Minister for Foreign Affairs is hereby charged with 
the execution of this decree. 

Given, signed, sealed with the seal of the Federal Executive, and 
countersigned by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, at the Federal Palace, 
Caracas, this 13th day of November, 1912. Year 103rd of the Inde- 
pendence and 54th of the Federation. 

(L. S.) J. V. Gomez. 

Countersigned: 

(L. S.) J. L. Andara. 
The Minister for Foreign Affairs. 



